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west of Europe lie on tne southern side of the paths of
depressions, where the wind veers, or shifts with the
sun. In Germany especially it' is comparatively rare
for a depression to pass on the southern side of a station,
and this is one of the conditions which produce a 'back-
'ing/ or a shift against the sun, of the wind. If we
examine the changes of wind in Iceland, we find backing
is more common than veering, for there the depressions
frequently pass to the south of the island. In fact, the
evidence which Dove cited in support of his law is
conclusive as to its truth in Europe, but not in other
parts of the world.

Anti-cyclones are generally more or less stationary;
but depressions move over the earth's surface, usually
from, west to east in these latitudes, their paths, as
they advance, though chiefly ruled by the distribution
of pressure, being liable to modification by the irregu-
larities of the surface over which they pass; and their
effects, as to the amount of cloud and rain to which
they give rise, being influenced by the same causes. A
South-west wind, for instance, may blow over a flat
country with a clear sky, but as soon as the air reaches
a hill side and is forced to ascend, the moisture it
contains is condensed, clouds are formed, and rain is
frequently the result.

I cannot here treat at any length of the subject of
forecasting of weather. This, for a region situated like
the United Kingdom, is a matter of great uncertainty,
from the rapidity with which the changes succeed each
other, and the extent to which local conditions affect
the phenomena actually experienced.

The possibility of forecasting at all depends on the
promptitude with which the earliest signs of a change